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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #4 OF 2020 – End of March, 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

 This is an exceptional newsletter for exceptional times. The Covid-19 coronavirus has swept over 
Europe and North America with deadly speed and has proved to be a formidable foe. Not only are many 
businesses shuttered in an attempt to curb the growth of the virus, our entire concept of society has been 
shaken to its roots. Things we have always taken for granted as an individual, as well as a society, have 
been severely and detrimentally disrupted. I do not want to regale you with the horrors that this virus is 
bringing to our lives; the daily news reports record the devastation more accurately than I could attain. 

THE PRESENT 

 Many of us, and by ‘us’ I mean the mapping community worldwide, are shuttered. This is a word 
new to us, representing a concept difficult for us to grasp. Overnight, by government decree, we have been 
forced to shut down our businesses, indefinitely. This affects virtually every single map publisher, 
distributor, retailer, and library in the world. We have all accepted this move in the interests of the public 
good. It is necessary, and we have all complied, knowing that ‘indefinite’ may be a death knell for us as a 
business. The alternative is to condemn huge numbers of people, our families, our friends, our colleagues, 
and our customers, to unacceptable risks of serious illness or death. 

 Travel, for the average person, has become untenable. Airline service has been virtually wiped out 
for international travel and severely curtailed for domestic travel. Borders we believed to be freely crossed 
as a matter of right have been slammed shut. Hotels have been closed; sometimes forcing occupants out 
onto city streets with nowhere to go; restaurants closed. Rail travel and even public transit has been 
severely curtailed or discontinued in a desperate measure to get on top of a fast-moving virus. Draconian 
times call for draconian measures. We can only hope for better times to come. 

 ITMB remains open for business. We’re that kind of firm. We were founded in adversity and have 
survived adversity for 40 years. We are NOT going to let this virus win! Although our business premises 
are closed to the general public, Lan, Linh, Phuong and myself are here every single day, carrying on by 
ourselves, without staff. We are here to answer the phone and to deal with orders that continue to arrive by 
email or fax. We can still ship out maps by mail, or by services such as DHL, Fedex, and UPS. Please feel 
free to contact us. 

THE NEAR FUTURE 

 No one knows how long businesses will be shuttered. We do not set the timeline; the virus sets the 
timeline. It is a certainty that this moment in time will pass and things will gradually return to normal. We 
have to pass through this time and survive – all of us. This will be difficult, daunting even, but we will do it. 
And we will, as individuals and as businesses, and as a world society, because we must. Some areas will 
move into the new post-virus reality faster than others. South East Asia is already over the worst, as long 
as they remain vigilant. Hopefully, most of Europe will be past the worst by the end of April. I’m afraid that 
North America will undergo a much longer passage. 

 One day, perhaps by summer, we will be able to travel reasonably freely in certain parts of the 
world This is not a ‘forever’ shutdown. There is a light at the end of this tunnel, even if we can’t see it yet. 
We might feel despondent when looking at the seriousness of our current reality, but we have a wonderful 
world just out there waiting to be explored. Keep faith. This too will pass.  

Keep safe, Jack and your friends at ITMB  


